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        Agenda for the March 20, 2024 Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Wed, 03/20/2024 - 16:09
    

    
    
    
      When:  7pm Wednesday, March 20th

In person; Hancock Rec Center

Remote: by Zoom

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86144378014?pwd=0uk3N16KBaS8rJZUGmlFBbffzOafeY.1

Meeting ID: 861 4437 8014

Passcode: 555967

Agenda

	 request by the Eastwoods Neighborhood Association to merge with Hancock

	 Proposed by-laws change  and general discussion


Article 12. Regular Meetings
1.    Regular meetings of the Association shall be held on the first Monday of each calendar month.


discussion

Each committee will be expected to give a report.

discussion about upgrades needed to the Hancock website and other computer work (volunteers needed or funds to pay an outside source)


	current zoning cases
3305 Duval St. & proposed neighborhood plan change

CANPAC and the H.O.M.E. initative

any other notices that I receive between now and the meeting


	 ideas for social gatherings—block parties, fund-raisers,   how we can help Lee Elementary, etc.



    


        
      	Events

    

    
        
      	62 reads

    

    

  
  





  
    
        Agenda for the September 20, 2023 Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Wed, 09/20/2023 - 08:32
    

    
    
    
      Please join us for a Zoom neighborhood meeeting at 7pm Wednesday, September 20, 2023. 

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85374696661?pwd=YoaVvDobx90DSbx8aMIWBR3CoiuPi1.1

Meeting ID: 853 7469 6661

Passcode: 846710

The agenda includes:

	 a (very short) presentation from an intern at Public Citizen about planning for Austin’s future energy needs

	 updates on the current building applications along I-35,  Cady Lofts, the Concordia 14-story apartment and the Harmon/38th St. apartments

	 recent city council votes

	 a discussion about neighborhood vacant houses, including 3805 and 3807 Duval St. and 604 Texas Ave.

	 Neighborhood public health issues

	 volunteering and participation

	 revising by-laws e.g. regular meeting dates, by-law votes, non-functioning committees, meeting decorum

	 update on the Eastwoods neighborhood Landmark Commission demolition permit hearing case



    


        
      	Events
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        Agenda for the August 30, 2023 Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Wed, 08/30/2023 - 15:31
    

    
    
    
      Zoom meeeting Wednesday August 30, 2023 7 pm to discuss the demolition permit hearing for 701 Sparks Ave., Eastwoods Neighborhood, as well as upcoming council meeting agenda items and Hancock-by-laws.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83262674997?pwd=bE82Rlh0S1BNeCtiMXNLaDF0UjNFdz09

Meeting ID: 448 332 2315

Passcode: 91imwz

Barbara Epstein

Hancock Neighborhood Association President
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        Agenda for the April 20, 2023 Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Thu, 04/20/2023 - 16:45
    

    
    
    
      Zoom meeting.to discuss proposed apartments at Harmon/38th and Concordia Ave.

Topic: Barbara's Zoom Meeting

Time: Apr 20, 2023 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83935609500?pwd=MmkxOGN5eEMxcFpWdGpKMHoydEFSdz09

Meeting ID: 839 3560 9500

Passcode: 744570

Thank you all.

Barbara Epstein

HNA President
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        HNA Meeting Minutes for March 15, 2023

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Wed, 03/22/2023 - 18:24
    

    
    
    
      March 2023 HNA Meeting Minutes

Agenda:

city eTOD presentation

City of Austin staff/officials on the call:

Shanisha Johnson (senior planner on the ETOD at the Housing and Planning department)

Andrea Bates (Interim Director of the housing team)

Lucy Hall (senior planner on the ETOD team)

Zo Qadri (District 9 City Council)

Barbara Epstein: Shanisha Johnson will give an overview of Equitable Transit-Oriented

Development (ETOD) plan.

Shanisha Johnson: Slideshow presentation. Some points that were made:

	 The city has 9 existing TOD (plaza Saltillo, MLK, Crestview station are 3 examples). We

have observed when these kinds of projects went up, a major demographic shift happens.

There is a downturn in the BIPOC population replaced by wealthier population as property

values increase. ETOD is meant to support equitable development

	 CapMetro has led the work on first two station area plans (North Lamar and South

Congress Transit Center) which we are conducting community engagement for. They have

online dashboard to review what has been found

	 Station areas in Hancock: Bennett, Hancock, St. David’s , Robert Dedman/UT East

	 We are trying to grow along dense corridors, rather than from the core - hope to reduce

urban sprawl, live in areas with increased access to daily needs.



Zo Qadri: We would love to hear from more folks in the neighborhood. Contact info for office

staff:

district9@austintexas.gov - general emails

parisa.mahmud@austintexas.gov - scheduling

melissa.beeler@austintexas.gov - housing

caleb.pritchard@austintexas.gov - transit

Questions and comments on slideshow:

Ted Piper: I can see the connection of the eTOD program to the 2020 Project Connect bond,

however I am concerned about eTODs focus of "Turning down the voices of certain residents

while turning up the voices on others residents"…as the ballot language for Project Connect that

voters approved did not talk about prioritizing some constituents in Austin over others? Shouldn't

we be focused on listening equally to all constituents?


Andrea Bates: I apologize for that language being included in the appendix. It is not

accurate to what the emphasis of the engagement is on. We really want to include more

voices that are not typically heard from in an engagement process - want to get a

representative sample
Shanisha: We think about inclusion when we think about equity. That terminology was a

mistake. We will make a correction.


Ted: The eTOD seems focused on minimizing 'displacement' of under-represented communities

however we have heard one of the measures of success is "the number of multi-unit

developments built on lots that are currently zoned as single-family”. What is being done to

protect families in these single family homes that would be displaced?


Lucy Hall: The quote comes from a tool called “Soft Density by Right” from the

appendix of the policy plan, purpose of which is to make it easier to develop 4-plexes,

triplexes. The appropriate metric there is the # of single family lots rezoned to

multifamily. This does not indicate that this is a measure of a success system-wide.

There is no prescribed redevelopment currently. It is the intention to prevent

displacement, including using tax abatement, rental assistance, home repair programs.

The intention is to protect anyone who is at risk of displacement.

Barbara: It is currently illegal to turn a detached garage into an ADU, to rent that out. Nobody is

talking about owner occupants being able to rent out ADUs.


Shanisha: We plan to incentivize the development of ADUs within ETODs areas. This

speaks to a property owner, not a developer using these incentives. There will be need to

some code changes. We are working with our Development Services dept to explore

those codes that make ADU development almost impossible.

Bart Whatley: Since eTOD area residents weren’t engaged on where stations will be placed (I

note no eTODs are planned in deep west Austin or even deeper east Austin) And eTOD area

residents weren’t engaged in the goals/metrics for success, will residents have a say in what the

regulatory changes will be in the station area? Will different areas be able to have different

solutions, or is it more one size fits all?


Lucy: Some places have more advanced infrastructure for supporting ETOD and the

planned Project Connect system. For example downtown is already well suited.

Any changes made, systemwide or corridor specific, will go through the public hearing

process, if you are within a half mile of a development of a station area plan. If

something is happening you are invited to give feedback, take surveys.
We are looking at station area plans or corridor plans, specific to the needs of the specific

areas. There will be more system wide changes but they won’t be one size fits all.

Nancy Lynch: I live on 38th and Peck in a single family home just inside the “circle”. Absolute

worst case scenario, what do I have to worry about? I love that I’m close to hospitals, have

transit. I bought this house 40 years ago to retire in. I worry that I will be forced to move

somewhere that will isolate me.

Shanisha: That is not being considered a primary transit corridor on 38th. We are

actively seeking neighbors to weigh in on station area planning - this could have the

biggest effect on a neighborhood. If you aren’t on a major arterial corridor, perhaps

someone could add an ADU to the property next door. Large multifamily developments,

no.


Nancy: Does this increase likelihood that 38th is widened? City has the right to go within

15 feet of my front door.


Andrea: The time that it may take to see the transit system improvements, the necessary

phasing of station area planning. My concern would be the time before you have the

benefit of improved transit.

Barbara: When I read the city’s ordinances passed in December, it looked like the City could

target any street that had a bus line or proposed rail line for redevelopment. I’m confused as to

what impact this could have on our neighborhood.


Andrea: This policy plan is focused on the station areas - a limited universe of change.

The city could do code amendments outside of the ETOD.

Charles d’Harcourt: What do you think is the timeline of zoning or code rule changes relating

to ETOD in the Hancock/Bennett station areas?


Lucy: Those were marked as medium priority meaning they aren’t receiving planning in

the first year. We don’t yet have a timeline as to when those stations would receive

corridor or station specific planning.
Shanisha: Safe to say no less than one year. We have to perform the analysis to

understand the impacts of our proposals. Probably closer to 18 months.


Charles: The zoning changes proposed by CodeNext were stopped by a lawsuit preventing

zoning changes to any property without a council supermajority. What will prevent ETOD

improvements from being stopped by similar lawsuits?


Andrea: Any regulatory changes would comply with the lawsuit. The city has a

interpretation of when specific property notification is required. As we see the results of

the second lawsuit, the understanding of what legal notice and protest rights become

more clear, that is what we will do.

https://www.hancockna.org/www/content/hna-march-2023-meeting-minutes.pdf
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        Agenda for the March 15, 2023 Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Tue, 03/07/2023 - 18:03
    

    
    
    
      HNA regularly scheduled meeting:

Agenda:

	City eTOD presentation

	Re-zoning presentation by applicant for 1015 E. 38th St., 3703 Harmon Ave.



Time: Mar 15, 2023 07:00 PM Central Time

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4483322315?pwd=YfPUqB1zbsnqWuVGXRiOjMcuhQgX4d.1

Meeting ID: 448 332 2315

Passcode: 91imwz
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        Agenda for the February 27, 2023 Special Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Mon, 02/27/2023 - 09:43
    

    
    
    
      HNA-3305 Duval St. demolition permit application

Time: Feb 27, 2023 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87312521921?pwd=V0d3MW9KTnF3NTBFK0hjaUc3WnFXQT09

Meeting ID: 873 1252 1921

Passcode: 095577

This meeting will only deal with what position the association will take on the demolition permit application scheduled to be heard at the Landmark Commission March 1, 2023 at 6pm.
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        HNA Meeting Minutes for February 15, 2023

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Tue, 02/21/2023 - 16:01
    

    
    
    
      Special Called HNA Meeting, February 15, 2023

Topic: Expansion of I-35

Barbara Epstein: Kitten Holloway will run the meeting. Objective is to go through the statement to TxDOT and City Council statement that was drafted by the transportation committee. 

Robyn Ross: I will give background on what has happened over the past 3 years. 

This project is called the Capital Express project, the 8 miles from 290 to SH 71/ Ben White. We will speak specifically to our section of those 8 miles.

When TxDOT first reached out in late 2020, a few things had been decided. Upper decks would be removed. TxDOT had decided to add two managed lanes in each direction. Managed lanes are prioritized to bus, etc. Another term we will be using: NCINC (North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition) is a group of 13 neighborhoods roughly from MLK Blvd to Airport Blvd.

The first public meeting in Nov/Dec 2020 was online. They presented 3 alternatives as well as the no build alternative. Alternative 1 lowered main lanes and managed lanes below grade, stacked on top of each other. Alternatives 2 and 3 put main and managed lanes side by side, lowered. 

Public meeting 2 in March/April 2021 took feedback. TxDOT said it had more than 2300 comments from public. People wanted them to consider features like decks over the freeway, replacing 35 w/ a boulevard, diverting to SH 130. Meeting 3 online in Aug/Sept 2021 eliminated Alternative 1, because it was too expensive to tunnel so deep. Last month TXDOT presented their preferred alternative and released federally required Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) which they must take feedback on. 

The current option is Modified Alternative 3. It has decks over a section of Downtown and UT to later become a sidewalk or park. Funding for decks will not come from TxDOT and City of Austin must figure out how to pay for the top part. Modified Alternative 3 has a crossing at 41 and Wilshire that was not in the previous version. Cherrywood pushed for this. 

Maps from DEIS were shared and referenced. 

Questions and feedback: 

	Barbara: How far it will go into our side of the neighborhood?
	Robyn: Yes. *pointed out existing right of way (ROW) and proposed ROW on map*. We are losing less than Cherrywood. We are slated to lose a house. Concordia area is protected, Chronicle building is slated to go.




	Terri Myers: We need to emphasize availability of housing in our neighborhood as well as historical housing.

	Barbara: What happens to the Cady lofts?
	Robyn: That is farther in so it won’t be affected.




	Mark S: Where will Airport Blvd be?
	35 will be under Airport in this scenario




	Barbara: Has there been discussion with other neighborhoods about using this funding for public transit? In looking at DEIS, TxDOT concluded unrealistically that there will be little air pollution impact because they assumed everyone will be using electric vehicles.



Robyn: We are asking for a north central deck. Cherrywood came up with a rendering. It would be a way to get the same benefit as UT/Downtown from 32nd to 38th. It would reduce noise and pollution. It would make it easier to walk between Hancock and Cherrywood. Restrooms, park space can be put above the deck.

With the deck we may lose exit ramp from NB I-35 to 38 1/2. Cherrywood, Mueller decided they would be okay losing that exit ramp. Our statement currently doesn’t state that but that would be a trade-off to discuss.

The statement HNA decides on will be read to City Council. There is an effort to make a Council statement to TxDOT. Their resolution is in line with what we want: more east-west crossings, lower or cap the deck as much as possible, design it to allow for future caps, safety on frontage roads, minimize eminent domain, incentivize rerouting 18-wheeler traffic to SH 130.

This summer they will announce the selected alternative. They may still choose the no build option or announce another modification. Construction to begin in 2025. 

Kitten: We will now read the proposed statement aloud and show it on the screen. Sections include our concerns as well as our asks. 

Feedback/questions on section A:

Terri: I have worked with TxDOT, I have been their consultant on historic preservation. We must emphasize the neighborhood has many houses/buildings of “historic age” which means 50 years or older. They might not demolish a house but they could run the highway right up to them. 

Mark: Will we use Houston as an example? May not be an apples to apples example because Houston has more alternative thoroughfares. We only have Red River/Lamar which are not great options. TXDOT may pick apart the comparison to Houston. 

Robyn: Katy freeway is the specific one which went from 18 to 26 lanes in 3 years. This induced more traffic from suburban zones into town.

Hannes Mandel: This is induced demand. It’s people who didn’t drive who may start driving now. People may move to suburbs rather than living closer to town. 

Feedback/questions on Section B:

Robyn: This is where we may add language about the tradeoff between deck and the exit ramp. 

Barbara: On the frontage road issue, is that going to affect more traffic on red river? The vision zero map already shows Red River as a dangerous pedestrian street now.

Hannes: I agree, more traffic on highway probably means more traffic on nearby streets. UT’s rerouting of Red River will probably also increase traffic.

Barbara: Thank you transportation committee for your hard work! 

Kitten: We would like to get approval from the group to vote on the final statement via email. Some revisions need to be made. The doc will be submitted to City Council and to TXDOT as HNA’s statement on this issue. 

Barbara: I motion to approve the vote by email on the final statement on the HNA’s comments and feedback provided at the Feb 15 meeting on the I-35 Capital express central project. 

Arvind Ravikumar: Seconded.

Voice vote. No nays. The motion passes. 

Robyn: Feedback we will incorporate from today: 

	The “historic age” phrase which means 50 years or older

	Preservation of affordable housing

	Potential for traffic to spill onto roads like Red River

	The unrealistic TXDOT assumption that everyone will be driving electric vehicles.



Terri: Motion to adjourn meeting.

Kitten: Seconded.

https://www.hancockna.org/www/content/february-2023-special-called-meeti...

https://www.hancockna.org/www/content/february-2023-special-called-meeti...
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        Agenda for the February 15, 2023 Special Meeting of the Hancock Neighborhood Association

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Tue, 02/14/2023 - 16:38
    

    
    
    
      I hope that everyone has recovered from the storm and that it reminded us all about the benefits of a close-knit neighborhood, especially when a neighbor might need a helping hand.

Since almost everyone who wrote in requested that we continue association meeting using Zoom, for the time being, that's what we'll do.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 15th at 7pm via Zoom.

Robyn Ross will outline her committee¹s draft response on behalf of the association to TXDOT's I-35 expansion plan (after meeting with other neighborhoods).   We will discuss the impact of the proposed plan on our neighborhood and vote on our response.   Although I've scheduled the meeting to possibly last for 1 hr 45 min, it probably won't.  Here's how to join the meeting.

Topic: HNA - I-35 expansion

Time: Feb 15, 2023 07:00 PM Central Time

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81617731350?pwd=UnBJbDdFQVoxUENVZEFpSlhrWUw0UT09

Meeting ID: 816 1773 1350

Passcode: 222717

Here are the draft statements for Hancock¹s proposed response that Robyn previously posted.

	Opening statement thanking TxDOT for opportunities to engage and the ways they've adapted the project in response to public feedback thus far

	Sentence spelling out that we're working with nearby neighborhoods, communicating, supporting one another's goals



Section that lays out our support for redesigning I-35 for safety but grave concerns about the scale of the proposed project:

	Adding lanes is not predicted to measurably reduce congestion but will degrade QOL for nearby neighbors and contribute to climate change.

	TxDOT's traffic predictions have not come true in the past, and modeling is not sophisticated

	Reroute/redesignation of SH130 has not been adequately studied yet could take nearly a fifth of traffic off I-35



Section that offers support for redesigning I-35 for safety and livability and lays out our asks:

	Build so that a north-central deck can be placed

	Do not invest resources on stitches that won't be used as park spaces, invest those resources in a deck (great idea we were thinking but not articulating til we read your statement)

	We support Cherrywood's analysis of exits/ramps actually needed (we don't have the bandwidth to explore this, but we trust your analysis)

	Use COA design guidelines for bike/ped paths

	No tunnel under Airport (in the SPUI)



We will have a regularly scheduled association meeting on March 8, 2023, at 7pm via Zoom.  So far, the agenda will include a presentation on the  permit application for a mixed-use development (with 200 units and commercial space at ground level)  at 38th and I-35, that will also front Harmon Ave.  I hope that neighbors who will be directly affected by this project can attend the meeting so that they can ask the applicant questions

The agenda will also include a discussion about the future of how our association wants to function, expanding group discussions or relying

primarily on committee action.   Do members want there to be discussions before committees meet and plan responses, and should our by-laws be changed to expand or limit the role of committees?  Since most committees have been dormant and/or members have resigned, new members will need to be chosen if the current committee system continues.

In the spirit of transparency and to encourage everyone to be informed and involved, I intend to notify association members whenever I receive notices of any subject that affects the neighborhood, be it a city council agenda item or a permit application.

Barbara

    


        
      	Events

    

    
        
      	786 reads

    

    

  
  





  
    
        HNA Meeting Minutes for January 18, 2023

    
        
      Submitted by admin on Mon, 02/06/2023 - 14:36
    

    
    
    
      HNA Meeting Minutes

Jan. 18, 2023

Presiding: Coan Dillahunty

Coan asked for a motion to approve the November minutes. Linda Guerrero made the motion. Barbara Epstein seconded the motion. Minutes approved to go in the record.

Hancock Herald Editor - Robyn Ross stepping down as editor. Last newsletter will be the March issue unless we can find a new editor. Please contact Robyn if you are interested.

Compatibility in Corridors (pertains to zoning) was passed by the City Council in December. Not sure what this means for our neighborhood but we will keep an eye on this issue.

Treasurer’s report - Bruce was unavailable so Coan gave report. We have almost raised $600 in association dues from our neighborhood for 2023. Expenditures: Dues for our membership in the Austin Neighborhood Council. Coan encouraged anyone who has not done so to pay your dues.

Officer Elections

Coan had a request to do this process by secret ballot. He entered a link in the chat for members to use to access the ballot. 

Ballot: 

President: Barbara Epstein

Vice President: Bart Whatley

Treasurer: Bruce Fairfield

Secretary: Sowmya Srinivasan

Nominators said a few words in support of their candidates.

Elected:

President: Barbara Epstein

Vice President: Bart Whatley

Treasurer: Bruce Fairfield

Secretary: Sowmya Srinivasan

Robyn Ross introduced Brendan Wittstruck, Chair of the North Central I-35 Neighborhood Coalition (NCINC - https://www.ncinc.org) who gave a presentation on the current status of the I-35 project.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDot) released its draft environmental impact statement (EIS) and their preferred alternative for design. Capital Express I-35 Central Project, which runs from 290 East, in the north, to 290 West/I71 West, in the south, is just one of 3 projects. Entire project runs from 45 in the south to 45 in the north. The designs that are still on the table are Alternative 2, Modified alternative 3 and no build. The preferred design would require 42 more acres of land, most of which is in Cherrywood and Hancock, resulting in 107 displacements, a $4.5 billion dollar price tag and a 6 year construction timeline. Construction is estimated to start in 2025. TxDot is projecting 100,000 more vehicles per day by 2045 but we know from 20 years worth of data that it is at its functional capacity of about 200,000 vehicles per day.

Modified alternative 3 includes 2 non-tolled managed lanes on each side for high occupancy vehicles, EMS vehicles, etc. Displacements include 107 residences and businesses as well as 4 historic buildings. Interchange at Airport Blvd is being proposed as a Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI), which will be unsuited for pedestrian movement. NCINC has not taken a position yet. They will be working with all of their member neighborhoods before commenting. 

Public comments due by March 7. Please get involved in one way or another but comments are crucial. NCINC is trying to get the City Council to be more active in the conversation. NCINC is hopeful that this will change soon. The City Council is hosting a town hall on Feb. 2. TxDot has the funding for this project and they have never made it this far into the process so this is a critical moment for our neighborhoods’ future. Brendan opened the meeting up to questions.

Question: Has your group presented an alternative to TxDot?

Answer: No, NCINC has been more process oriented and goal oriented and have not supplied a specific physical vision. NCINC is in discussions now with TxDot to try to host a meeting with all of the schematics laid out where community members would be able to comment and draw on the schematics.

Question: Do you know about the articles that appeared in Bloomberg and the Guardian about the failure of lane expansion in Houston to accommodate their increased population and traffic.

Answer: Yes, I am afraid that the 6 to 8 years of construction may only benefit Austin for a short period of time. 

Question: It is my understanding that TxDot can do their own internal evaluations. Should we read the EIS report with this in mind? Also, I have worked with TxDot previously on some projects and was told not to find anything historic out there.

Answer: Yes, TxDot has a memorandum of understanding with the Federal government that allows them to self-evaluate their EIS.

Question: I have read some of the EIS and there is a scenario that they propose if no reconstruction occurs that a commuter might spend 2.5 hours to drive 8 miles on the highway. Is their methodology questionable? Is there any hope of changing their mind about Modified Alternative 3 or are they just going through an exercise.

Answer: I am concerned about this. They are using the increasing population to justify the highway expansion but in reality if it took 3 hours to cross the city, I simply would not do it. I am going to find an alternative. The highway as it exists needs some kind of reconstruction but not necessarily with the lane expansion. NCINC has brought TxDot’s methodology to their attention repeatedly and they don’t seem to budge in that arena.

Question: Have you been able to get some help/analysis from the University of Texas?

Answer from Hannes Mandel: Report gets complicated quickly but even experts have questioned TxDot’s methodologies. Through Reconnect Austin, they were in touch with a traffic modeling expert from Massachusetts, who had worked on I-35 issues, said TxDot was using outdated methodologies. Every time TxDot predicted growth on I-35, they have been wrong. Currently, traffic modeling uses something called “dynamic traffic assignment.” TxDot still uses “static traffic assignment” from the 1970s. Journalists such as Nathan Bernier, KUT, and Megan Kimball, who is writing a book on this, are helping to keep the public informed. Hopefully, pressure will rise and the City Council will pick it up and make a difference. The Vice-President of the Cherrywood neighborhood association, Brandy, has had contact with the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI), which is a research institute.

Brendan: It isn’t just Austin that is dealing with these issues. Dallas, Houston and El Paso have TxDot projects they are involved with. The TTI at Texas A&M also works with TxDot. Brendan was recently put in touch with a UT professor that does modeling. She has some grad students that NCINC may be able to work with.

Question: Any lawsuits in the works?

Answer: Yes, 3 groups (TexPIRG, Environment Texas and Rethink35). The nature of the lawsuit is about TxDot’s division of this project in 3 segments (North, Central, South). This allows projects to be scored independently of each other. Also allows a less stringent environmental review of the north and south segments. It allows TxDot to tier the timing of each project. Draft EIS for central project notes that it will not contribute to sprawl because 95% of the area is already developed. However, if all segments were considered together, this would not be the cause. Lawsuit is currently pending.

Question: Do you know who the consultants were that did the cultural resource assessments?

Answer: No but they are listed in the EIS.

Coan mentioned that if we want to do a resolution we need to call a special meeting because our regularly held meeting in March is after public comments are due. Brendan will send Robyn what Hyde Park is putting together.

Robyn mentioned that Jim Walker, President of Cherrywood Neighborhood Association, always emphasizes that it is helpful for neighborhoods to speak with one voice. Robyn is on our Transportation Committee. Committee will be reviewing the EIS report with the aim of making comments and offering language to HNA members that they could also use to make comments.

Terry thanked Robyn for her work on the newsletter.

More info:

https://my35capex.com/projects/i-35-capital-express-central/

https://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings/austin/i35-capital-expr...

Recorded by Laura Tull
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