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Hancock Golf Course Threatened

During the November 16 HNA 
membership meeting, a call for 
nominations for HNA officers to be 
elected at the January 18, 2012 
membership meeting resulted in 
the following actions:

President – Mike Hirsch was 
nominated by Mary Ann Osborne.

Vice President – Rafi Anuar, 
incumbent, was nominated by Bart 
Whatley

Secretary – Julia Reynolds 
volunteered

Treasurer – Sharon Jones 
volunteered

No other candidates volunteered 
or were nominated. 

To be eligible to vote in January, 
membership dues of $5 per 
household must be paid after 
January 1 and before the election 
on January 18. Make checks 
payable to Hancock Neighborhood 
Association, Mary Ann Osborne, 
treasurer, 512 E. 39th St., Austin 
TX 78751.

You may also pay your 2012 dues 
at the January 18 meeting and be 
eligible to vote.

The Hancock golf course, the 
oldest existing public golf course 
west of the Mississippi, and the 
only green space in the Hancock 
neighborhood, is under the 
microscope of the City Parks and 
Recreation Department for possible 
closure. Closing the golf course 
has profound implications for the 
Hancock neighborhood.

In a letter to Kimberly 
McNeeley, assistant director of 
Parks & Recreation, HNA outlined 
expectations for proceeding 
with the process of community 
engagement in determining the 
fate of the golf course:

That PARD will write an open 
letter to the community explaining 
that Hancock Golf Course will 
remain a public park;

That Kevin Gomillion of the 
PARD Golf Division will be available 
to meet with the individual 
neighborhood associations/special 
interest groups to answer any 
direct questions;

That the PARD Board will refrain 
from hearing any findings until the 
associations have had a reasonable 
time to provide a reasonable 
response;

That PARD will consider a survey 
of the Hancock golfers about 
the use of the course, needed 
improvements and other questions 
in order to understand fully why 
fewer players are making use of 
the course;

That PARD will provide financial 
records on the yearly capital 
expenditures and maintenance cost 
per acre for non-golf parks;

That PARD provide adequate 
notice of future meetings, providing 
a clear agenda and keeping to this 
agenda during the meeting and 
understand that you are committed 
to keeping future meetings open.

The next step in this discussion 
is for the Parks Department to 
come back with adequate answers 
to these concerns presented by 
HNA.

To put this in historical 
perspective, in 1980, due to 
operating deficits at the city-
owned golf course, the Parks and 
Recreation Department proposed 
closing the golf operation at 
Hancock. The annual deficit of 
$30,000 gave rise to the notion 
that the city would close the golf 
course and turn the open space 
into softball, soccer fields, and 
open space. An opposition charge 
by the newly formed Hancock 
Neighborhood Association kept 
the course operation alive. Hyde 
Park and Red River neighborhood 
associations joined in the 
opposition.

The issue is back on the table 
because City Parks & Recreation 
staff claim the golf course is 
losing revenue. In addition to lost 
revenue from green fees and the 
pro shop and concession, potable 
water to maintain the facility 
costs about $50,000 a month. 
Although plans were for the golf 
course to tap into the reclaimed 
water line that runs down Red 
River to UT, the City now says 
Hancock does not have the 
correct pipes to connect to the 
reclaimed water source. 

To replace the pipes would 
cost $400,000, it was claimed in 
a briefing to the Parks Board in 
October, 2011. 

Question: Could the recently 
passed bond issue for parks 
improvement be used to replace 
the pipes, and substantially 
reduce the cost of irrigation for 
the golf course?
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The Hancock Neighborhood extends 32nd 
to 45th Streets and Duval to I-35.

HNA bimonthly meetings take place at 7:00 
pm on the third Wednesday of the month in 
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Center (downstairs and in the back).  The 
Recreation Center entrance is on 41st. Street 
just west of Red River.
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

 

Hancock Home Owner and Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser                          Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

R E A L T O R S ®

Stanberry
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs 
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. 
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 
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Question: Has the Parks department applied for 
grants to help reduce the cost of a new pipeline? 
For example, the Austin Parks Foundation and 
others that help fund those kinds of projects?

Question: How will the unspent 2006 bond 
money be allocated for improvements to the 
Hancock Recreation Center building and parking 
lot? Would that be the best use of the money 
considering the current situation? And how much 
money is it?

Presently, the City is irrigating only the greens, 
while heritage trees on the course are stressed 
to the point of severe decline. The course looks 
neglected. Could this be a contributing factor to 
lower use, and thus, less revenue from green fees?

When the Municipal/Lions golf course in West 
Austin closes in 2019, couldn’t some of that 
patronage transfer to Hancock?

City staff indicated that errant golf balls create 
a safety hazard. What evidence has the City 
collected to back up that claim?    

Currently, the Parks Department has no money 
available to “re-purpose” the 50 acres if the 
golf course were to close. Current trends are to 
use open park space for dog parks and disc golf 
(Frisbee golf). 

As information is available and meeting dates 
are set, there will be postings on the HNA website. 
www.hancockna.org

Excerpt from Imagine Austin Vision Statement:

A beautiful, world-class system of outdoor 
places for recreation and environmental protection 
will define Austin as a world-class city. We need 
to develop our natural assets into a network 
of connected greenways and waterways. By 
strengthening our “green infrastructure” - parks, 
the urban forest, trails and greenbelts, rivers, 
creeks, lakes, gardens, urban agriculture, open 
spaces, and wildlife habitat - Austin can protect 
the natural environment and enhance recreational 
opportunities.

http://www.imagineaustin.net/intro

Hancock Golf Course Threatened
con’t from page 1
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At the November HNA meeting, 
architect Karen McGraw of 
the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association, presented drawings 
depicting proposed changes to 
the 43rd and Duval complex of 
restaurants and bakery, including 
Hyde Park Bar & Grill, Dolce 
Vita, Julio’s, Quack’s bakery 
and Asti. The changes were 
described as improving safety 
and accessibility of the 43rd and 

Duval Neighborhood Center.

The HNA was asked to support 
the project as presented.  
Wouter Habraken moved to 
schedule a special HNA meeting 
to provide input to the Hyde 
Park Plaza group before formally 
endorsing the plan. That motion 
was seconded and approved by 
acclamation.  More information 
can be found at our website.

Changes 
Proposed for 
43rd & Duval 
Intersection

At the November CANPAC 
(Central Austin Neighborhood 
Planning Advisory Committee) 
meeting neighborhood 
representatives were informed 

City Eyes 
38th St. for 
Connecting 

Corridor

that city staff has designated 
38th Street between MOPAC and 
I-35 as a mixed use area, with 
the intention of creating an east/
west corridor connecting the two 
freeways. Such a designation 
for 38th St. could result in 
commercial use for what is now 
residential property between 
Guadalupe and I-35. 

Such a plan, according to 
HNA CANPAC representatives 
Bart Whatley and Mike Hirsch, 
violates the neighborhood FLUM 
(Future Land Use Map). HNA 

participants at the November 16 
membership meeting passed a 
motion informing the city that 
we are strongly opposed to the 
redesignation of 38th St. to 
mixed use in the Imagine Austin 
plan.  Hirsch asked that HNA 
members send emails to the 
members of the Comprehensive 
Plan Task Force, Planning 
Commission and City Planning 
Staff.  Please go to Hancockna.
org, home page for member 
email addresses.

Look who’s trimming the tree! 
Now through December, wrap 

up everything you need 
to make your home 
the home for the 

holidays. Spruce up rooms 
with non-toxic, no VOC paints, replace old 
carpet with reclaimed wood flooring, 
deck the walls in your bath with 
recycled glass tile. – At House+Earth, 

we have hundreds of products and ideas for 
making the season bright. All at 10% off! 

Looking to entertain family and friends over 
the holidays? Then you better get a move 

on! This offer won’t stay fresh for long.

House+Earth. For the home you live in. And the home you live on.™ • 1214 West 6th Street (behind Julian Golds) • 512.300.0484 • www.houseandearth.com

Freshly Cut for the Holidays
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Cromack Estate  
4016 Duval Street

Celeste and Bert Cromack were leaders in the

Hyde Park neighborhood for many years.  Before

she went to work for the City, Celeste served as

president of the Hyde Park Neighborhood

Association. They were always seen on the annual

homes tours, usually dressed in vintage costumes

and always serving as gracious docents. T h e i r

passing is a loss for the neighborhood and their

many friends here.

Now the Cromack home is available for sale.

A sturdy 1928 vintage bungalow, it is a Hyde Park

classic that retains its original character and

craftsman-style details. The electrical, plumbing

and HVAC systems were updated about 15 years

ago, when a new metal roof was also installed, but

the house needs additional work.

According to the tax records, the house has

1844sf of heated and cooled space. The living

room is spacious and has a wood-burning

fireplace.  The dining room is also large and the

kitchen has a breakfast nook and walk-in pantry.

There are two bedrooms and a bath downstairs and

two bedrooms upstairs.

The 60 x 135 foot lot has a very convenient

rear entry from the alley at the end of 41
st
 Street

and is shaded by large trees. As of this publication

deadline, the price has not been set.

    

    

Hancock Neighbors –

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for 
over 40 years, is now providing residential 
service. 

Consider us for your:
• Kitchen and bath remodeling 
• New tankless water heaters
• Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand 
the challenges of older plumbing.  Let us 
help you with your next project.

512–837–5955
service@biggsplumbing.com 

http://www.biggsplumbing.com 

TX Masters License M36811
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Say Hello
To More Fun.

Say goodbye to channel surfing. With TiVo Premiere, there’s always something on:

• Enjoy your favorite shows plus customized recommendations tailored to your interests. 

• Easier than ever to search, browse and discover programs; even on your iPad or iPhone.

• Choose from millions of TV shows & movies on live TV, On Demand and the Web. 

• Multi-room capable so you can record a show on one TiVo device and watch it on another one!

Learn More Today.  Call Grande at 866-247-2633 or visit mygrande.com/tivo

Say Hello To TiVo® Premiere from Grande.

The GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS marks and logos are registered service marks of Grande Communications Networks, LLC. All rights reserved. © 2011 TiVo Inc. All 
rights reserved. TiVo and the TiVo logoare trademarks or registered trademarks of TiVo Inc. or its subsidiaries worldwide.
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shellycorrigandesign.com

Your good neighbor

SteveInsures.com
Steve@SteveInsures.com
(512) 452-0214

37th Street @ I-35

Central
Austin

Never End
may the magic of Christmas


